
Safe Schools & Improved Social Skills

Hastings & Prince Edward District School Board has a Code of Conduct for all
schools.  To promote a safe learning environment for staff and students,
respect is to be shown in the following ways:

1. Respect for Learning.
2. Respect for Self and Others.
3. Respect for Authority.
4. Respect for Property.
5. Respect for Environment.

It is our responsibility as staff, students, parents and visitors to support the
expectations.  A range of consequences for inappropriate behaviour will 
result, including: detention at recess, time out, parent contacts, loss of
privileges, restitution, interviews, counselling, in-school withdrawal, suspension,
mandatory suspension and/ or expulsion.

School efforts to reinforce positive actions include Bully-proofing, Conflict
Resolution, TRIBES and other classroom based programs.  Positive phone
calls, displaying student work, class and school newsletters and other 
positive reinforcements are ongoing as we “catch kids being good”.  
Parental support is appreciated as we work together for our students.

Counselling Services
The primary goal of counselling is to encourage students to reach their full
potential.  Counselling is a responsibility of all staff members with support 
from our Child and Youth Counsellor, Attendance Counsellor and/or social
agencies in the area.  Referrals can be made by students, parents or 
teachers. 

School Visits
As part of our safe school initiatives, all outside doors are locked during 
school hours.  Individuals entering the school are asked to check in at the main
office to sign in/out and obtain a visitor or volunteer badge. This
 includes all visitors and volunteers. 

Increasing Parental & Community Involvement

Parent Volunteers
Volunteers are greatly appreciated. Contact the office if you would like to
register as a volunteer in the school or as a volunteer driver for school trips.
Police checks are required. We encourage volunteers to help us in a variety of
school activities.  Volunteers are always needed.  

School Council
Elections will be held in September  for executive members, although all
parents are invited to participate in regularly held meetings.  The purpose of
School Council is to promote and support student
learning and a sense of community at our school.
Please join us! 

School & Community Activities
Students participate in a variety of activities and
sports in school and system-wide events which you
will see in monthly newsletters. 

With the increasing use of cell phones and electronic devices by families to
maintain contact with their children it has become necessary for the school to
adopt a policy related to their use during the school day.  Please note that if
students are required to contact parents, the office phone is available for
emergency use, during the school day.  We ask that cell phones be left at
home.

Device Expectation Rationale Consequences

cell phones - to be powered     
  off    and out of   
 sight       in all   
areas of the            
school, yard and    
bus
- may not access   
or  use during   
the day      
without teacher’s   
approval and         
 supervision

- personal privacy
- bullying issues
- academic 
- dishonesty
- learning                
  environment         
  distractions
- theft issues
-safety (office needs
  to monitor all       
  external calls)

- confiscated by      
   staff and kept at   
   office for safe      
    keeping

Electronic
devices
Ipods/mp3s
walkmans/
discmans,
PSPs,
Gameboys/
Other
electronic
games such
as Nintendo
and
Nintendo
DSI

- to be powered     
  off   and out of   
sight in  all areas  
of the school and   
yard

-safety and security
- decreases learning
   environment        
     distractions
- encourages           
  physical/social      
   activity

- confiscated by       
  staff and kept at     
  office for safe        
  keeping

cameras
cell phone
cameras

- to be powered     
   off    and out of  
  sight in all areas  
  of the school,    
yard and  bus
- may not access    
   or use during      
   the  day without 
   teacher’s    
approval  and        
supervision

- privacy issues        
  (risk  of having   
photos taken   
without                    
permission and        
displayed on           
Internet and/or         
Facebook)

- confiscated by       
  staff  and kept at   
office  for safe         
keeping

*The school is not responsible for any lost or stolen items
**MP3s, Ipods and gaming devices are permitted at the discretion of the bus driver, but
     must remain with the owner
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�THE PLACE FROM WHICH TO GO FORWARD�

At Kente Public School, 
our purpose is to educate our students

 to become confident, responsible citizens
 by ensuring a positive, safe, nurturing environment

 and by developing effective partnerships
 in our school community and beyond.

2009-2010
School Resource Guide
for Students & Parents

Welcome to a new school year at Kente Public School.  We hope you will take
advantage of every opportunity to be part of this school, bringing to it all your
energies, talents and interests.  We are developing a learning community
working together to ensure the success of our students.

 Principal: Mrs. Bonnie Lloyd
Office Administrator: Mrs. Marina Crozier 

Superintendent: Trish Fitzgibbon   966-1170
Chairperson & Trustee: Harry Marrissen



School Routines and Activities

Animals in the School: Animals must not be brought to school unless approved
by prior arrangement. If walking your pet to the school to meet your children,
please wait with the animal in an area which will not see high student traffic.
In addition, parents are asked to inform the school if their child has any
allergies or other sensitivities to animals.  

Assessment and Evaluation: Assessment of student achievement is a
continuous and ongoing process.  It is intended to help students, parents and
teachers track growth and achievement.  At Kente Public School, student
evaluation reflects the extent to which the student has met the expectations
identified for each grade level in the Ontario curriculum for all subject areas
from kindergarten to grade 8.  Expectations describe the knowledge and skills
students are to develop and demonstrate in their class work and investigations.
Evaluation is based on the levels described in each subject area in the
curriculum with “level 3" representing achievement that is considered to be the
standard for the grade.  The extent individual students’ daily work samples,
journals, goal-setting, skills checklists, test results, student portfolios and
teacher observation reflect expectations are some of the assessment tools
used to evaluate understanding of concepts, inquiry and design skills and
communication of student knowledge.  Report cards will be sent home three
times a year: December, April and June. A parent/teacher/student conference
is available each time.  All students benefit from effective on-going
communication between home and school.  If Kente Public School is to
continue to have a reputation for excellence, it will be due to our shared efforts
as students, parents and teachers in developing attitudes toward discipline, and
toward the personal and social responsibility upon which school success is
based.

Attendance: All students must attend regularly and on time by law and to
optimize learning.  Attendance records are maintained at the school.

Busing:  Locations of pick-up and drop-offs must be on a consistent basis.  The
bus driver is not responsible for keeping the student’s schedule.  Students must
follow school rules when travelling on buses.  Consequences for inappropriate
behaviour are outlined in the Transportation Guidelines booklet. Inappropriate
bus behaviour may result in a suspension of bus riding privileges. Please listen
to the local radio station on “bad weather” days for any bus cancellations,
keeping in mind that if the bus does not run in the morning it will not run to bring
students home in the afternoon. (Exception: if a bus is cancelled due to fog
conditions in the morning, it will run at the end of the school day).

Fire Safety:  The fire alarm is a loud intermittent beep. Exit routes are posted
in each room and drills are held three times in the fall and spring terms to
ensure that routines are established.  This allows students an opportunity to
learn about fire safety procedures and permits our school to respond to a
potential emergency in a quick and effective manner. All parents/visitors in the
building are expected to leave in an orderly fashion and to move away from the
building as well as giving their name to the teacher nearest to their waiting area
for reporting purposes.  A double bell will signal when it is time to re-enter the
building. 
Gum chewing: For Sanitary and social reasons, gum chewing is not permitted
in school. Upon entering the school, students are asked to deposit their gum
in the garbage.
Health and ambulance services: While every effort will be made to ensure
student safety, accidents do happen. Regardless of how minor it may appear,
all staff will readily respond to any health concern. Basic first aid will be
provided by the school staff and in cases of concern, parents will be contacted.
The decision for follow-up treatment is made by the parent. Staff are instructed
not to diagnose. From time to time student accidents occur which are of such
a nature that an ambulance is required. While OHIP pays a portion of the costs,
it does not cover all of it. The portion not covered is billed to the parents of the
student. If parents do not have accident insurance they are asked to send the
bill to the Superintendent of Business, Hastings Prince Edward District School
Board.
Homework:  Homework helps students develop work habits and a sense of
responsibility. Reading daily at home improves the rate of learning.  Homework
helps to review that day's newly learned instruction, finish assignments,
practice to improve performance, complete projects and study for any
upcoming tests.  Teachers will provide more specific information about how you
can help your child be successful.
Indoor Shoes: All students need a second pair of rubber-soled shoes to be
worn and kept indoors for gym use and so that dirt, debri or moisture is not
tracked into the classroom, library or other school areas.
Illness: Students who are ill are best cared for at home in a quiet environment.
If students become ill at school a parent/guardian will be contacted to care for
the student at home.

The Health Unit has provided the following information regarding student
illness:
* students with elevated temperatures should not be allowed at school
* fresh air is better for anyone recovering from illness
* you do not catch a cold outside; you catch a cold from other people
* sick students should be kept at home to prevent the spread of further illness

Immunization: Each year the Health Unit carries out an immunization program
in the school. Students will occasionally be asked to deliver a Consent-for-
Immunization Form for a parent to sign. If you receive one of these forms and
if you want your son/daughter to have immunization at school, please sign and
return the form. An Immunization Record or Certificate of Exemption is required
by all Kindergarten students or first time registrants in the Hastings Prince
Edward District School Board. Please advise the school if your child contracts
any of the following diseases: scarlet fever, measles, diphtheria, tetanus, polio
or mumps. 
Inclement weather policy: Bus cancellations, cancellation of school activities
and school closures for the Hastings and Prince Edward Public School Board
are announced on CJBQ A.M.  Announcements are made beginning at 6:30
a.m.

Leaving school during instructional time: If a student is to leave at a time other
than regular dismissal, please send a note to school indicating the date, time,
reason and the identification of the person picking up your child.  The student
will report to the office just prior to departure.  If you are picking your child up,
come to the front of the school and report to the main office.  For safety
reasons, the student will wait inside until you arrive.

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Welcome to students and parents to the 2009-2010 school year at Kente 
Public School.  A special welcome to those who will be with us for the first 
time, whether they be Junior Kindergarten students or students who 
previously attended other schools.

We are looking forward to an exciting year, full of learning experiences.
Our programs are carefully planned to address key learning expectations 
and designed to meet the needs of all of our students.   With the 
collaborative efforts of the students, teachers and parents/guardians, we  
will lay a strong foundation upon which successful experiences can be built.

At Kente Public School, we strive to prepare our students for the future 
by providing them with the knowledge, skills and values that they will require
in order to successfully respond to an ever- changing world.  Our goal is 
to provide the optimum level of instruction for all students in a safe and 
caring atmosphere.

Together we can make a difference in this generation.

B. Lloyd, Principal

Daily Schedule

9:20 Supervision begins at 9:20 and during bus arrival
9:25 Entry Bell 
9:25-11:05 Classes (100 minutes of instruction)
11:05-11:25 Nutrition Break
11:25-11:45 Recess

11:45-1:25 Classes  (100 minutes of instruction)
1:25-1:45 Nutrition Break
1:45-2:05 Recess

2:05-3:45 Classes (100 minutes of instruction)
3:45 Dismissal to bus departure by/before 3:55



School Organization  2009-10

School organization is based on student enrolment, student strengths, needs,
gender and information is available in late August.  Teachers work together to
organize classes to optimize learning.

Principal Mrs. Lloyd
JK Mrs. Huff
SK Mrs. Huff
Grade 1 Mrs. Walmsley
Grade 1/2 Mrs. Taylor 
Grade 2/3 Mr. Shakell
Grade 3 Mr. Gariepy
Grade 4 Ms. Scott
Grade 5 Mrs. Everall 
Grade 6 Miss Bellwood
Grade 7 Mr. Blair & Ms. Lyon
Grade 8 Mrs.  Flower & Mr. Blakeley 
Resource Mrs. Gough
Music Ms. Lyon
French Ms. Blakely-Junior

Mrs. Johnson-Intermediate
Literacy 
Partner     Miss Bellwood
Library Technician    Mrs. Fort
Office Administrator  Mrs. Crozier 
Assistant Secretary   Mrs. Cockerill
Child & Youth  
Counsellor Mrs. Judy Phillips,
Custodians Mr. Quaiff,  Mr. Hope

Due to allergies we are a NUT-SENSITIVE School

We have students and staff in the school who have life
threatening allergies to peanuts, peanut oils and other nut
products.  If peanut butter or even a small amount of
peanut enters the body through eyes, nose or mouth, they
could have a strong reaction.  Without immediate
treatment, the reaction can be life threatening.
We ask for your co operation in not sending food to school
that contains peanuts or peanut products.  While this may
pose an inconvenience for you in packing snacks and
lunches we would appreciate your support and
understanding of this potentially life-threatening allergy.
Perfume Alert
Please be aware that some members of staff are allergic
to perfumes and scents.  We ask our students, parents
and staff to be conscious of this and to be very cautious in
the use of scented personal care products.

Lost and Found: Students should not bring valuable items to school, e.g.,
walkman, CD player, cell phone, special toys that may be lost or disrupt
instruction. It is the responsibility of each student to care for their own personal
belongings (not the staff).  Please have your child check the Lost & Found Box
for lost items. Your child’s name on items shows ownership.

Litterless Lunch: Please send recyclable containers to reduce garbage costs
at the school. Food not eaten will be returned home. Kente has a “pack it in,
pack it out” policy.

Lunch Canteen: Snacks to supplement healthy, litterless lunches are available
for purchase  from the student-run canteen.  

Make up work due to illnesss: If you would like makeup work for your child,
please contact the office in the morning to arrange for pick up or delivery of the
assignment at the end of the day.  A note brought in the morning serves the
same purpose and enables the teacher to gather work.  If the teacher receives
the message after their preparation time has lapsed for the day, the work will
be prepared for pick-up the following morning. 

Medication:  Any student requiring medication to be administered during the
school day must have the medical forms (available at the office) completed by
a parent, the physician and then used as a medication log.

Newsletters: Newsletters and monthly calendars are published on the first of
each month and are sent home with all students. It is the responsibility of the
child to bring this to their parent’s/guardian’s attention.

Pediculosis: The “No Nits” Board Policy is followed.  Regular pediculosis
screening by our trained volunteers helps reduce and avoid this nuisance.

Physical Education: It is an expectation that students participate in physical
education wearing the proper clothing which not only allows necessary freedom
of movement but offers less chance of an accident occurring when trying
difficult manoeuvres in various sporting activities.  The following attire should
be worn in P.E.:
- a regular gym suit or track suit plus running shoes OR
- a pair of shorts and suitable T-shirt plus running shoes

Please avoid purchasing black-soled running shoes as some brands leave
black marks on the gym floor.
No rings or jewellery are to be worn during P.E.  These must be kept in a bag
in the classroom.  All clothing, footwear and gym bags should be labelled
clearly with the student’s name to avoid loss.

A doctor’s certificate is required to be excused from physical education for an
extended period of time.  Single period exemptions require a note from home.
All students who are excused from physical education should report to the
instructor and be prepared to do other work or study in the physical education
area.

Protection of Privacy: Information supplied to our school is private unless
parents release it for other use. Adults presenting themselves to the school and
asking for information about a student will be asked for proof of their status as
a parent/guardian, if not known by the school staff.

Recesses:  Unless there is inclement weather, students will go outside for
recess breaks.  Students are encouraged to use the washroom before exiting
the school.  Food and snacks are not taken outside the school. The field gully
area past the corner lower fence post is out of bounds at all times.  All students
are restricted to the lower yard (pavement, play equipment, lower soccer field
(do not pass the pole painted a fluorescent orange).  Students can play on the
upper field if/when a teacher is available to supervise this area.  

Reporting Absences:  Students are expected to be at school except in cases
of illness or unavoidable circumstances. Please call our attendance line (962-
7533) before the entry bell so phone calls from the school can be avoided.  A
short note brought in by a sibling signed by the parent explaining the absence
is also appreciated.  The Safe Arrival Program requires school staff to contact
parents at home or work when a student is absent for unknown reasons, so
your call also helps us save time.

School Supplies:  Elementary students in the Hastings & Prince Edward District
Public School Board are supplied with the necessary books and materials for
their grade.  A suggested list of supplies is provided for parents for their
consideration to help extend school supplies. Students are responsible for
these materials and expected to use them in a conscientious manner.
Students/parents will be required to pay the costs incurred to replace lost or
damaged materials, texts or library books. 

Skateboards, Rollerblades & Wheelies: These are not permitted on the bus or
school property  to avoid the potential injury of students, staff and visitors.

Student Agendas: Students in Grade 1-6 make use of a Student Agenda
(costing $5.00) to organize their assignments and homework. Parents are
encouraged to review your child’s assignments to support   communication
between home and school to help support learning. This year, Intermediate
students will be required to supply their own planner.

Student Information Up-date:  For emergency purposes, please keep the
school office updated with any changes in health information, custody orders,
early dismissal requests, babysitters’  names, address or telephone number
changes (of home or work), medication, etc.  

Student Insurance: Information is distributed to each student by the school
describing how to access this service which is recommended for families.  

Telephone: Teachers are available to speak with parents by phone before or
after school.  Students need to make arrangements for after school activities
before coming to school.  Students are permitted by staff to use the phone for
matters related to illness, safety or their school program. Cell phones need to
remain at home to avoid disrupting instruction.

Water: The drinking water is monitored regularly to ensure health and safety
requirements. Parents can help provide drinking water at the student’s desk by
providing personal water containers for their child. The Health Unit also
recommends frequent cleaning/disinfection.

Kente is a vibrant community school which develops
creative and independent learners prepared with the
skills, knowledge, values and attitudes required to work
cooperatively with others and to meet life’s challenges.



Focus on Student Learning
Our goals continue to focus on student learning and well-being: improving
academic achievement in literacy and numeracy, emphasizing positive
character attributes to support social and learning skills in a safe learning
environment. We know that these goals are best achieved through meaningful
parental and community involvement, when home and school work together to
support student success. 

The Role of Parents
Parents have an important role to play in supporting their child’s learning
because students perform better in school if their parents are involved in their
education.  Regular and frequent contact with teachers, working with School
Council and providing encouragement at home for completing assignments are
just three ways parents can express their interest in their child’s progress.
Parents at home who support their children in completing homework, reading
to their children and showing an interest in what children are learning will allow
students to reach their potential. 

The Role of Teachers and Students
Teachers and students have complementary responsibilities.  Teachers need
to address different student needs and bring enthusiasm and a variety of
teaching approaches and a range of instructional strategies to the classroom.
Students also have responsibilities which increase as they advance through
elementary and secondary school.  Learning to take responsibility for one’s
progress and learning is an important part of education for every student.

Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting 
During each term, data is collected about student achievement, using a variety
of means and procedures over a period of time based on clearly identified
criteria.  Assessment may include review of daily work, skill checklists,
observations, informal and formal tests and student portfolios.  Information
about a student's progress and achievement will be recorded on Report Cards.
Frequent communication between home and school about student progress
has proven beneficial in supporting success.

Individual Education Plans 
Plans are developed as required for exceptional students to ensure progress
and success for each individual.  Grade level expectations are modified and
students are accommodated as outlined by the Ministry of Education.  Contact
your child’s teacher if you have concerns about your child’s learning success.

Strategies for Improving Achievement
Our school will be emphasizing a variety of different programs, teaching tools
and strategies to help students achieve at Level 3 or 4.  Parents have an active
role in ensuring children read at least15 minutes daily at home. Your child’s
teacher will provide more information about homework and how to achieve the
grade level expectations and the standard of achievement 
(Level 3).  
The Ministry of Education documents can be viewed at the school or at
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/general/elemsec/elemsec.html  Adults can
encourage learning at home by reading with children, reviewing new skills 
and helping with projects to encourage growth. Showing an interest by
providing a quiet area and the necessary materials for them at home is
essential. Your child’s teacher can provide ideas to help your children in their
learning at home. 

Code of Conduct:   The Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board has
adopted a code of behaviour for all students.  In order to promote a safe
learning environment for staff and students the following expectations are
common to all schools.
1. Respect for Learning 2. Respect for Self
3. Respect for Others 4. Respect for Authority
5. Respect for Property 6. Respect for the Environment

It is our responsibility as staff, parents and students to support these
expectations.  Should it be necessary, a range of consequences for
inappropriate student behaviour will be used.  These include counselling,
correcting the problem with mediation, parental contacts, withdrawal from
classes, suspension, police involvement or expulsion.  The complete code of
behaviour is available in the school for reference for all parents.

RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY
*  respect and follow all          school rules
*  respect all staff members
*  follow directions given by    all staff members

Respect for Property
* care for & properly            

maintain school
materials, facilities &
equipment

*  efficient & effective use
of   materials

*  appropriate use of school 
  buses

*  compensate School
Board   for damages to or
loss of     property

RESPECT FOR LEARNING
( be well prepared and organized for each class
( have any assigned work completed and

handed in on time
( seek & accept assistance when necessary
( communicate with parents and teachers keep

informed

RESPECT FOR SELF/OTHERS
( respect the rights of

others
( use appropriate language
( be courteous, honest and

act in a safe manner at
school & on the bus

( accept consequences of
actions

( wear appropriate attire
( comply with legal

requirements
( practice acceptable use

of the internet
* follow school
expectations
               regarding the use of         
                electronic devices

RESPECT FOR ENVIRONMENT

( deposit waste in appropriate receptacles

( value & respect public & personal

property

( maintain & improve integrity of the

environment

ATTENDANCE & PUNCTUALITY

( attend school regularly

and be on time

( after absences, bring a

note signed by

parents/guardians

indicating the reason

for your absence

( complete assignments

and other work missed

due to absence or

lateness

( notify school in

advance of expected

absence and indicate

reason for absence

Unacceptable behaviour

PHYSICAL ASSAULT

*  avoid actions which may cause physical injury to another  person

*  report inappropriate behaviours to a staff member

*  use a peaceful process to resolve 

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT/ASSAULT

*  avoid any action that may be considered a sexual assault

*  report any incidents of sexual assault or sexually inappropriate       

behaviour to the Principal

ROBBERY/EXTORTION

*  do not be in the possession of others’ property without  permission

*  do not threaten to physically harm anyone in lieu of payment or for any  

   other reason

THREATS

*  do not make threats or harass others

*  do no use any statement or action that may cause a person to               

believe that they will be physically or mentally harmed

*  report inappropriate comments to a staff member

VANDALISM

*  properly care, maintain and use the school building, school                 

buses and all school property in an appropriate manner

*  compensate the School Board for damages to or loss of property

WEAPONS

*  do not be in the possession of or use any object that may be                 

used as a weapon

*  report suspected weapons on school premises or school buses to a staff  

    member

HATE-MOTIVATED VIOLENCE

*  do not use any statements or actions that may be considered to be    

discriminatory towards a person or group

*  report incidents of discrimination to a staff member

Dress Code:  The Dress Code is designed to encourage self-respect, respect
for others, responsibility and safety in our school.  If staff members, in
consultation with the principal, deem student attire to be inappropriate, then the
student will be required to cover, remove, replace or turn inside out such
articles, take the clothing home and not wear it to school in the future.  A
respectable standard of dress, neatness and cleanliness must be maintained,
e.g., no visible undergarments, bare midriffs, short shorts, inappropriate
slogans, revealing tops or pyjamas that distract from learning.  Shoes (kept dry
and clean) are to be worn in the school building. Clothing to suit the weather
should be worn for sun protection, e.g., hats and covered shoulders (t-shirts).
Hats or caps may be worn outside only, not inside the school building.  

Emergency Plan: In the event of an emergency in which students are required
to remain in the school overnight, an emergency plan has been developed and
is available at the school.

Excursions: Parents are notified prior to excursions.  All excursions follow the
Board Out-of-School Learning Guide and school guidelines.
There may be occasions when a student has paid for a school outing, but
because of misbehaviour before the trip occurs, is not allowed to take part.  If
this does happen, entry fees will be refunded when possible.  However, since
the transportation portion is determined in advance, and shared evenly among
all students originally scheduled to be involved, this cost will not be refunded.


